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larly propitious-in this respeet and pruents a prospeet of mdemmty which other states do not possess-...
and we are induced to consider the appropriations requisite to'this object, rather as loans than as dona.
ticns—and as loans for which the pubhc will receive usuriqus interest,

Fifthly — It remains for vour committee to consider the influence of schools of agruculture on the po-
tisical iustitutions of our country It has been urged against their establishment in Europe ¢that it is
cangerous to edncaie the Jabouring classes, that their knowltdge may becone the elements of discontent,

that an educated people are more difficuit to govern; and that the government which labours to enhght. -

en the people, prepaves for itself the means of resistance *” However forcibly these arguments may seem
whete the divine ight of K.ngs is acknowledged, and where blood peers it over virtue and intellect,
our puhicy and our duty demand the observance of opposite magin:s. Our agricultural population con.

stitute our strength in war—-they sustain the ma:s of the pubhic burthens—and they are the guardiany _

ot aonr civil and rehgloua freedom. but from a want
ol meledge in the great hedy of the people.
branch of science which is applicable or ureful to agriculture—and the labours of the pupils will extend
to every degartment ol practical hushandry, including gardening, and the management of cattle.

There is another and a very interesting ﬂew, which may be taken of this sutject. We know that a
linvired pottion of the population of every agricultural country. is adequate to the supply of its’ wants,
It apieurs, irom the British statistical tables, that 33 per cent. of their population supply the country
willi provisions; 46 per cent are engaged in trade and manufactures, and that 21 per cent. comprise
all the unproductive classes; and it further appears, that of those engaged in manufactures. 25 per cent,

rupply the domestie consumption; and i8 per cent. are employed for exportation. Our Jast census exhi-

Hence our dangers arise, not from an excess,

bit- a glaring and awful contrast; 23 per cent. of the population of the United States, are extended under

the denonnnation of agr.cultunsts and only 4 1-2 per cent. in trade and manufactures. In common years,
the Liiiish supply their own provisions, and our exportations do not excced a itwentieth part of our pro-
ductlions.
svsteme——that our primary interest, which is agricoltuie. may be improved; and that a due proportion of
vur population may be employed in manufnctures trade and commerce, tv increase our wealth, and to

fortifv our nstitutions
But to conclude, we trust it wiil not be denied that the. general estension of education is ¢:the best as.
surarce of tree f,,mernmeut ** that the pubhe prosperity, keep pace with the progress of literature,
scob A entia ibi libertas,” science and freedom march hand and hand;
Jhetty and trecdom encourages reflectionand research--the base and fountain of useful knowledge,
witi s t iguorance and vice support the throne of despotism-—What is man without intelligence, und what
is he not with-its enlargement? Ignorance destroys the growth of virtue and liberal views—it debases
man an prcpares his mind for subjugation
to enligh'en the rmng g neration —lo expand the c:rcle of mtellectual enjoyments and ameliorate hu-

mauh\

‘-- ) Abstract from the returns of achools and academies of the several eounties in the state of Maryland,
i ece.vine annual donations from the treasurer, over and above the funds assigned for the support offree
‘0o counly schools, under the acts of 1813, chapter 122, 1816, chap. 256, and 1517, chap 1+ and 93.
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The course of studies contemplated, will embrace every

This 15 sufficiert to prove defect, and to manifest the strong necessity of amendment in our -

science discloses the blessing of

‘Let us therefore complete a’ general system of instruction,
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